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king's jealous apprehensions were shared by the townsmen
with whose commercial monopoly the holding of the fair con-
flicted, and in an agreement between the prior of Lenton
and the burgesses of Nottingham the former was induced to
lessen the great fair of Nottingham by four days1. Similarly
the Oxford fairs of St. Frideswide and Austin Friars were
limited to eight days2.
Equally stringent was the exercise of the royal control Removal of
in other directions. It is common to meet with petitions
praying for an alteration in the time of holding the fair3,
for sometimes the fair did not flourish because the feast on
which it was held was observed as a holiday in the town
alone and not in its neighbourhood4. The king's sanction
was always needed to make the change valid, and Bracton6
expressly states that the justices itinerant should make
inquiry " of markets removed from one day to another
without the licence of the king". He adds that a lord
may change a market held on Sunday to some other day in
the week, but if this concession is anything more than merely
a legal opinion it was certainly a recent development. In
earlier reigns there are numerous instances of pecuniary
amercements being imposed whenever the market-day was
changed from Sunday without warrant6. Similarly the
royal licence was necessary to transfer a fair or market from
one place to another. The abbot of Holmcolstran7 was
allowed to remove his fair and market to his town of Kirkeby-
Johan ; he had paid a fine of a hundred marks to hold them
at Skynburnese, but now both the town and the road leading
to it were washed by the sea.
1  Records of Nottingham, i. 61.
2  Records of Oxford, 169.   The town's dislike of fairs is illustrated by
the survival of a curious custom at Manchester: S. Hibbert-Ware, History
of the Foundations of Manchester (1848), iv. 41.
3  Rotuli Parliamentorum, i. 434 b, 477 a.
* Patent Rolls, 1429-1436, p. 248.
5 Bracton, De Legibus, f. 117. Cf. Statutes, i. 234. At Lancaster the
market and fair were temporarily confiscated because they were held on the
wrong day : Placita de Quo Warranto, 384.
1 Placitorutn Abbreviatio, 36 b, 41 a, 43 a, 71 b ; Select Pleas of the Crown
(Selden Society Publications), i. 20. Bracton's opinion seems supported by
a case in 1221 where no objection was raised to the change : Pleas of the
Crown for Gloucester (ed. Maitland), 12.
1 Rotuli Parliamentorum, i. 161 6.